
Title: Through the Spirit, By Faith, We Eagerly Wait 

Passage: Galatians 5:5-6 
 
Context of Passage 
- the Gospel: by grace alone through faith alone through Christ alone 
- false teaching: faith is not enough to save you or keep you in good standing with God.  
- response: 
Galatians 5:1 (command: stand firm against works-based righteousness!) 
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
Galatians 5:2 (warning) 
Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of no advantage to you. 
- it is Christ and nothing or no Christ at all 
Galatians 5:3-4 (if choose works-based righteousness, then fall from grace) 
I testify again to every man who accepts circumcision that he is obligated to keep the whole law. You 
are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace. 
 
Focus: Galatians 5:5 
For through the Spirit, by faith, we eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. 
 
Breakdown: 
For through the Spirit,  
- not through our own efforts 
by faith,  
- looking beyond what is seen 
we eagerly wait  
- assumes current imperfection 
for the hope of righteousness.  
- a future state  
 
Commentary on Verse 
- Keller: Distinction between gospel transformation vs. moral reformation 
- gospel transformation: change from inside out 
- moral reformation: change from behavior change 
- analogy: fixing a bent rod  
A rod bent back straight: weakened in strength, even if bent back straight remains weak and prone to 
breakage again 
A rod re-melted: re-fashioned by heat and re-strengthened 
Connection: we may have been broken through things in our life like a bent rod 
- if we try to bend our lives back on our own strength, we will remain in an even more weakened state 
and prone to more damage (moral reformation) 
- if we place ourselves in the fire of Christ, we will be transformed from within - a newness that will 
emerge stronger than before by His grace through His Spirit. (Gospel transformation) 
 
Overview 
What are the elements of the new way of life?  In verse 5: 
I. Righteousness as a future hope. 
II. Our present life is a life of waiting, eagerly. 
III. Waiting through the Spirit. 
IV. Waiting by faith. 
 
I. Righteousness as a future hope 
- full and perfect righteousness is a future hope, it is not a full and present reality 



 
justification:  
- we have righteous standing before God 
- are seen presently as righteous before God - have complete reconciliation, peace with God 
- no more condemnation 
- become righteous in Christ 
Luke 15:22 (the Parable of the Prodigal Son - the father's love) 
But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his 
hand, and shoes on his feet. 
 
sanctification:  
- but sinful tendencies still remain 
- the complete full reality of righteousness in our experience will not occur until Christ comes again. 
1 John 3:2 
Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 
Romans 8:23 
And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
Philippians 1:6 
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Hope 
- Greek word:  
- meaning: absolute certainty and assurance  of something.  It is a promise that is ours; we merely 
wait for it to come to pass. 
 
II. Our present life is a life of waiting, eagerly. 
- life in this world on this side of heaven will involve struggle with temptations and sin. 
Romans 8:23 
And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
Romans 7:24-25 
Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve 
the law of sin. 
 
A. Great comfort in waiting 
- the presence of a struggle of sin in this life is NOT a sign that we are not saved. 
- perfection is the not the test of our spiritual life in this age, but direction toward Christ 
- rest in your identity as a child in Christ 
 
B. Great exhortation in waiting 
- you must not be indifferent to righteousness in this life. 
Romans 6:15 
What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 
 
- our lives in this world do matter. 
Matthew 5:6 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
1 Corinthians 3:12-15 



Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— each one's work 
will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what 
sort of work each one has done. If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a 
reward. If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through 
fire. 
 
III. The way we wait for righteousness is through the Spirit. 
- the way we live in this life is through the Holy Spirit, not on our own strength. 
Galatians 3:3 
Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 
Zechariah 4:6 
Then he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts. 
 
- The power to live this life that we are called to live is through the Spirit, who is repeated through 
Galatians 5 
Galatians 5:16 
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
Galatians 5:18 
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
Galatians 5:22 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
 
- Reason why is by the Spirit?  The Giver gets the glory! (We do not get credit for bearing fruit) 
Psalms 115:1 
Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast love and 
your faithfulness! 
Matthew 5:16 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
 
IV. We wait by faith. 
- our lives must start, finish, and rest in faith in Christ. 
Galatians 2:20 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
Philippians 2:12-13 
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much 
more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in 
you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
Question: How do we get this faith? 
Answer: Ask. 
Luke 11:13 
If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
1 John 5:14 
And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he 
hears us. 
Answer: Immerse in the Word of God 
Romans 10:17 
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 



Romans 12:2 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 


